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PRE-SEASON PERFORMANCE OF FOOTBALL
TEAM HAS COACHES SMILING
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MISSOULA-Improved offensive play and the as-expected strong shmving of the defense has the
University of Montana football coaching staff smiling as the Grizzlies Sept. 8 opener
with Simon Fraser University draws near.
The Grizzlies have held three lengthy scrimmages, highlighted by hard-hitting
defensive play and marked improvement in the ability of the offense to move the ball.
"If our defense is as good as we think it is, our offense is doing great," UM
head coach Jack Swarthout said in summarizing the first nine days of fall camp.
Swarthout said that he has been impressed by the

~quad's

willingness to work hard

and by the good spirit and attitude among the players.
The defensive unit, with 13 returning lettermen. is being counted on to carry the
team at the beginning of the season, but if Wednesday's scrimmage is any indication the
offense is going to be heard from right away.
In the mid-week scrimmage the running game was so effective that only five passes
were thrown during the 45 minutes of constant action.

The number of passes would not

have been considered unusual in recent years but this year UM will employ a passing game
designed to loosen up opposing defenses.
The squad's competitive spirit has been enhanced by individual battles for starting
honors.
Sophomore Van Troxel and junior Rock Svennungsen are vieing for the post of field
general.

Both quarterbacks have shown the beneficial effects of having a year of

experience.
As many as eight capable athletes are in the running for the four secondary spots.
Four are lettermen with some starting experience.

PRE-SEASON PERFORMANCE--2.
Jim Olson, W4's top rusher in 1972, is in a three-way battle for a starting halfback
slot.

He must ward off the flashy efforts of junior college transfers Dave Ponzoha and

Ken Williams.

Williams reported late, but reeled off several nice runs in Wednesday's

scrimmage.
In addition, decisions on the starting fullback, split end and tight end and the
makeup of the offensive line are still to be made.
Swarthout said that his staff would study the films of the scrimmages before
selecting the starting lineups.
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